


Behind the Illustration: Looking at the northern lights

One of the benefits of living in Alaska is being able to watch the northern lights (aurora borealis)
more often than Americans in any other state. Beautiful, shimmering bands of color frequently
grace the sky, especially in Interior Alaska in the winter. The northern lights are caused by charged
particles from the sun, streaming into the earth’s atmosphere. Most often the bands of light are
green or green-yellow, but occasionally they are a spectacular red.



DEFINITION

The tables and figures in this section are cal-
culated with data from the Division of Juvenile
Justice in the Alaska Department of Health and
Social Services. They are based on delinquency
reports the division receives from police depart-
ments. They include all reports of juvenile crime
in Alaska—both violent and other. Keep in mind
that while these delinquency reports are the best
measure we have of “juvenile crime,” a report is
not the same as proof of guilt. Almost all the juve-
niles who go through the state’s juvenile justice
system are ages 10-17.1

Until the late 1990s, “Arrests for Juvenile
Crime” was a national Kids Count indicator. But
the Casey Foundation has now stopped using this
indicator for national comparisons, citing incom-
plete data and other problems.2

SIGNIFICANCE

A recent federal study reported that “Allowing
one youth to leave high school for a life of crime
and drug abuse costs society $1.7 to $2.3 mil-
lion.”3 That, of course, doesn’t measure the hard-
ship and grief crime costs victims and families. 

If we can stop teenagers from committing
crimes, we’ve taken at least a step toward prevent-
ing some from going on to adult crimes. And, as
one publication put it, we can reduce juvenile
crime through “effective prevention, early inter-
vention, and graduated sanctions.”4 For example,
federal statistics show that about 20 percent of
juvenile crimes are committed in the hours imme-
diately after school.5 So it makes sense that
involvement in after-school activities can reduce
the chances an adolescent will commit crimes.6

Researchers have also identified circum-
stances that could lead children to juvenile

crime—early exposure to drugs;
failing grades; or frequently
changing schools, for instance.7 So
it also makes sense that to the
extent families, schools, and com-
munities can try to help teenagers
deal with such problems, they can
cut the rate of juvenile crime.

DATA

On average, the Division of
Juvenile Justice received about
7,720 reports of juvenile crime
annually between 1997 and 2001. The rate of
individual juveniles cited in crime reports during
that period was 60 per 1,000. Looked at another
way, police referred about 6 percent of Alaska’s
juveniles to the juvenile justice system. The rate
of juvenile crime (which counts multiple referrals
of the same juvenile) was 90 per 1,000—or 9 per-
cent of juveniles. 

As the figure above shows, the rate of juvenile
crime in Alaska has dropped significantly since
the early 1990s. The average share of individual
juveniles committing crimes in the 1992-96 peri-
od was nearly 8 per 1,000, compared with 6 from
1997-2001—a drop of nearly 25 percent

The total number of crime reports in the
1992-96 period was 113 per 1,000, compared
with 90 per 1,000 from 1997-2001—a drop of
about 20 percent.

Analysts attribute that drop, at least in part, to
changes in Alaska’s juvenile justice system in the
late 1990s. Those included more emphasis on
juvenile accountability for crimes; increased
availability of information about juvenile crime;
and increased community involvement.8 That
assessment also tracks with findings of the

national research we cited earlier.

As is true nationwide, boys in Alaska are
much more likely to commit crimes than are girls.
Nearly three-quarters (72 percent) of the juve-
niles referred to the Division of Juvenile Justice
from 1997 through 2001 were boys.

The table (on page 54) breaking out crimes
by type and region is a measure of overall juvenile
crime, because it is based on all reports (includ-
ing multiple reports for the same juvenile).

Crimes against property are by far the most
common type of juvenile crime in Alaska,
accounting for more than half of all juvenile crime
from 1997-2001. Crimes against persons made
up about 18 percent of juvenile crime statewide.
Violations of drug and alcohol laws accounted for
about 8 percent of juvenile crime statewide.
Other kinds of juvenile crime—including viola-
tions of weapons laws and public order laws—
accounted for the remaining 19 percent of reported
juvenile crimes statewide. 

The breakdown of juvenile crime by region
was similar to the statewide breakdown from
1997-2001. Crimes against property were the
most common crimes in all regions, accounting
for roughly 50 to 60 percent of the total. 
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Source: Alaska Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Juvenile Justice



Crimes against persons made up close to 20
percent of crimes in most regions, with a low of
14 percent in Anchorage and nearly 32 percent in
the Southwest region.

Violations of drug and alcohol laws ranged
from 3 to 4 percent of crimes in the Southwest and
Northern regions to more than 13 percent in the
Interior. Other crimes—including violations of
weapons laws—made up 13 percent of crimes in
the Mat-Su region and 25 percent in Anchorage.

The table on the facing page, showing the
share of juvenile delinquents by region and race,
is a measure of individual crime—that is, in any
given year it includes juveniles only once, regard-
less of how many crimes they committed. 

Statewide for the period 1997-2001, about
52 percent of the reported juvenile delinquents
were White; 31 percent were Alaska Native; 7
percent were black; 6 percent were Hispanic; and
4 percent were Asian or Pacific Islanders.

How do those shares compare with the pro-
portion of all juveniles by race in the total Alaska
population? In 2000, about 65 percent of all
those 10-19 were White; 19 percent were Alaska
Native; nearly 4 percent were Black; 4.5 percent
were Asian/Pacific Islander. The remaining chil-
dren were of two or more races. Hispanic children
can be of any race; the U.S. Census Bureau con-
siders Hispanic an ethnicity rather than a race.

So Alaska Native and Black juveniles were
reported as delinquent at disproportionately
higher rates, compared with their representation
in the population, and White juveniles at lower
rates. Delinquency rates among Asians were sim-
ilar to their share of the population.

JUVENILE CRIME (CONTINUED)

JUVENILE DELINQUENCY REPORTSa BY REGION AND TYPE OF CRIME

(AGES 10-17, 5-YEAR AVERAGE, FISCAL YEARS 1997-2001b)
Crimes Against Crimes Against Drug/Alcohol Otherc Totald

Region Persons Property Laws
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent

Anchorage 419 13.8% 1,615 53.2% 239 7.9% 760 25.1% 3,033 100%

Mat-Su 129 17.9% 428 59.5% 66 9.2% 96 13.4% 719 100%

Gulf Coast 145 19.5% 410 55.3% 69 9.3% 118 15.9% 742 100%

Interior 214 21.4% 507 50.8% 132 13.2% 145 14.5% 998 100%

Northern 134 19.9% 393 58.3% 26 3.9% 121 17.9% 674 100%

Southeast 193 20.0% 524 54.4% 95 9.9% 151 15.7% 963 100%

Southwest 187 31.6% 303 51.2% 16 2.7% 86 14.5% 592 100%

Alaska 1,421 18.4% 4,180 54.1% 643 8.3% 1,476 19.1% 7,720 100%

a Reports police send to probation officers, who then investigate. These are duplicate counts–meaning they include more    
than one reported crime by the same juvenile; duplicated counts show the overall level of reported juvenile crime.
b The state fiscal year is from July 1 through June 30.
c Includes violations of public order laws, weapons laws, and miscellaneous other offenses.
d Annual average number of crimes.

Note: Percentages may total slightly more or less than 100 because of rounding.

Source: Alaska Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Juvenile Justice



ALASKA POPULATION AGES 10-19, BY RACE AND REGION, 2000

Asian/ More than
Region White Native Black Pacific Isl. one race

Anchorage 68.7% 8.4% 7.06% 7.7% 8.0%
Mat-Su 85.6% 6.9% 0.6% <1.0% 5.9%
Gulf Coast 78.6% 11.0% 0.5% 4.5% 5.3%
Interior 71.0% 14.4% 5.4% 1.9% 7.0%
Northern 7.7% 84.1% 0.2% 1.5% 6.4%
Southeast 64.6% 20.8% 0.5% 3.9% 10.2%
Southwest 10.7% 82.2% 0.3% 1.3% 5.3%
Alaska 65.0% 19.2% 3.8% 4.5% 7.3%

Note: Persons of Hispanic origin can be of any race.

Source: U.S. 2000 census figures, adjusted by Alaska Department of Labor

JUVENILES* (10-17) COMMITTING CRIMES, BY RACE AND REGION

(In Percentages, Fiscal Years 1997-2001)

Asian/ Hispanic Total 
Region Native Black White Pacific Isl. and Other Number
Anchorage 17.0% 13.3% 56.9% 7.9% 4.8% 10,217
Mat-Su 8.0% 1.4% 85.7% 0.3% 4.6% 2,421

Gulf Coast 12.6% 1.2% 76.1% 4.9% 5.3% 2,557

Interior 29.6% 8.9% 55.8% 0.9% 4.9% 3,250

Northern 90.1% 1.0% 4.2% 1.0% 3.8% 1,999

Southeast 37.3% 0.9% 45.9% 1.7% 14.2% 3,196

Southwest 91.6% 0.3% 6.6% 0.2% 1.3% 1,960

Alaska 31.3% 6.9% 52.1% 4.1% 5.7% 25,600

*Unduplicated reports of juvenile crime–which means if a juvenile was the subject of three delinquency 
reports in fiscal year 1997 and four in fiscal year 1999, the juvenile would be counted once in each year.
Notes: Percentages may total slightly more or less than 100 because of rounding.

Persons of Hispanic origin can be of any race.
Source: Alaska Department of Health and Social Services, Division of Juvenile Justice.

JUVENILE CRIME (CONTINUED)



1Juveniles who commit certain violent crimes are
charged as adults and go through the court sys-
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